
 

 

WHS Students and Parents –  

We are finishing up our first full week of school without in-person classes after switching to distance 
learning for the two weeks leading up to Thanksgiving break. This has led to an eerily quiet school 
building and a daily reminder that we are all better off in so many ways if we can have students in 
school in person. Direct in-person contact with classmates, teachers, teams, and coaches is where 
much of the real learning occurs, and for many of us it is also one of the only opportunities we have 
to interact with people outside our immediate household. 

The reason we needed to switch to distance learning was the sudden increase in positive Covid cases 
in our school community. Waterford High School is not alone in this issue; the increasing Covid rate 
across the state caused the Connecticut Interscholastic Athletic Conference to announce this week 
that the start of the winter sports season will be delayed until at least January 19, 2021. And the free 
Covid-testing clinic that Ledge Light Health District hosted in the WHS parking lot Wednesday 
afternoon saw long lines from well before the clinic started right up until it ended. 

Our best hope for returning to – and staying with – in-person classes and all the extra-curricular 
activities that we can safely offer is for every one of us to do our part to limit the spread of the 
coronavirus in all of our daily activities. Our two weeks out of the building is giving us enough time 
for potentially exposed people to quarantine before we return, but this is only true if we all stay safe 
and stay home to the greatest extent possible. It may be tempting to get together with friends during 
this time, but every additional get-together is an additional risk of exposure.  

With Thanksgiving coming up next week the temptation to gather together with friends and family 
will be great. But following state and CDC guidelines for limiting the size and format of gatherings is 
really our best hope for keeping our schools open, and more importantly, for keeping those same 
friends and family safe. Sacrificing big get-togethers now will give us more to be thankful for later on. 
These guidelines will help us all make choices that will benefit everyone else : 

 Stay home except for trips that are absolutely necessary.  
 If you must go out, do so safely: wear a mask, keep at least 6” distance from others, avoid 

crowds, and wash/sanitize your hands regularly.  
 Limit your social circle to only your immediate family “bubble” – every new person you 

interact with is a new risk of exposure to the coronavirus.  
 If you feel sick, quarantine yourself! This is no time to “power through” a cold. Even if it’s not 

Covid, you shouldn’t be spreading it.  

Go Lancers! 

Andre Hauser 
WHS Principal 

 


